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Office of United States Attorney 
Eastern District of Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia 

August 7, 1885 


Hon. Daniel Manning 
Secretary of the Treasury 


Sir: 


I have the honor to call your attention to the case of the United States v. Peter Daly who 
is indicted in this District for having in his possession property of the United States, knowing the 
same to have been embezzled or stolen, viz: a bar of Silver, from the Mint of the United States in 
this City. 


I write you, partially in consequence of information that I have received from Mr. Fox the 
present Superintendent of the Mint that he has called your attention to this particular case in 
connection with the alleged loss of two other bars of Silver, from the Mint and partially for the 
reason that in my opinion the case is one in which for the full investigation of the facts, it is 
necessary that a more thorough examination should be made than has yet taken place, and that 
this can only be done through the aid of your Department. 


On the 7th ult. I received a letter from Mr. Fox inquiring the cause of the delay in the trial 
of Daly. I enclose herewith a copy of my reply to this communication. 


Daly was arrested on the 16th of Feby. Last, the day of the commencement of the 
February sessions of the U.S. District Court. I did not call the case for trial at that term for the 
reason that the evidence disclosed the fact that Daley was in all probability only the receiver of 
the bar of silver which had been abstracted, and I thought it important for the public interests that 
time should be taken to ascertain if possible the other guilty parties, and especially to learn 
whether any employees of the mint had participated in or had any knowledge of this transaction. 
The case was continued at the May Sessions for the reason that I was instructed by the Attorney 
General not to try any cases that were not absolutely necessary to be tried, for the reason that 
there was a failure of the appropriation to defray the expenses of the Courts. I therefore tried 
prison cases only and as Daley was on bail, his case was continued. 


The August Sessions will commence on Monday the 17th inst. and up to this date I have 
no farther information in regard to this case, of a material character, than I had at the time the 
indictment was found by the Grand Jury. 


I enclose herewith a copy of the testimony as taken before the Commissioner on the 16th 
of February last. The chief witness for the United States it will be observed is a person by the 
name of Samuel Simpson, a jeweler, residing at 316 South Street in this City. His statement was 
that he purchased the bar from Daley for $800. As Simpson was a jeweler and purchased this bar 
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for $800, which was worth some $1100, it is clear that he was a guilty participant, and that his 
taking it to New York and selling it there, instead of disposing of it, at the mint in this City, was 
evidence of his guilty knowledge. 


After hearing a witness was found whom I produced before the Grand Jury who stated 
that he had taken the bar of Silver from Daley’s place to Simpsons: that it was in a basket 
covered over with crabs. This evidence is very material as to the guilty knowledge of both 
Simpson and Daley, and yet as the case stands against Daley I would not feel that it could be 
safely tried without using Simpson as a witness. The case is not developed against Simpson as it 
should be. As he visited New York material evidence might be obtained from there. 


Daley must know from whom he obtained this silver. If as it is alleged other bars are 
missing it is not improbable that he may have some knowledge on this subject. He is a party 
outside of the mint: formerly a pawnbroker. As the case now stands the only persons known to 
have had any connection with the transaction are two receivers. 


If I were to try the case at the approaching August Sessions I could only do so by using 
one receiver as a witness against the other and it is not my intention therefore to try it at that time 
as in my opinion the ends of public justice would not be promoted thereby. 


As I do not have the services of a detective under my control I take the liberty of 
suggesting that the public interest might be promoted by your detailing some one to 
communicate with Superintendent Fox and myself and to make a full investigation of the facts in 
the case. 


I enclose herewith a copy of a statement handed me by Sharkey and Miller, a private 
detective agency in this City. 


Very Respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) John K. Valentine 
US. Attorney 


